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Luther Burbank Honored as a Blue Ribbon School 
 
Congratulations to Luther Burbank Middle School, Principal Friend, Assistant Principal Grant and the entire 
faculty and staff at LBMS!  This national award followed a 2019 selection by the Mass. Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education as a “School of Recognition.” In fact, LBMS was one of only six – and 
the only middle school – in the state to earn state recognition in all three categories.  The nomination for LBMS 
referenced innovation in curriculum and teaching methods, inclusion of all types of learners, and the integration 
of varied arts and cultural programming within and beyond the school day.  It also referenced the fact that 
student engagement – such as the greeting of each student by name as they walk down the hallway in the 
morning – is central to a school’s success. 
 
 
Update on HS Mascot 
 
We have reached out to Heard Strategy in Worcester, MA to work with us in strategizing on next steps for our 
high school mascot.  We will be engaging with this group, who works with organizations on ways to identify and 
communicate solutions with groups facing challenges and developing new ideas.  We have scheduled our 
initial meeting with this group and will report back on next steps in regards to this process. 
 
 
School Open Houses 
 
All schools in the district will be conducting virtual open houses for parents this week and next.  Principals are 
working with their staff to develop an evening that allows parents a chance to meet their child’s teacher and 
glean information about classes and curriculum.  Information has been sent to families on the dates and times 
of these Open Houses and they are listed on our webpage in our newsletter from October 2, 2020. 
 
 
Communication 
 
In an effort to enhance our communication, the Central Office will be posting our memos and newsletters to our 
front district webpage with any and all current information for families and the community.  Please check out 
our latest memo which includes information on Open Houses, Remote Learning, The HS Mascot and 
celebratory news. 
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Teaching and Learning - Professional Development 
 
We are currently working on next steps for this month’s Professional Development, which will include the roll 
out of our new Professional Development and Educator Evaluation tracking platform, TeachPoint, to the 
district.  Teachers will participate in webinars and workshops designed to help them navigate this new platform 
as well as spend time on their individual self assessments, goal development and educator plans for this 
school year.  The Teach Point system will allow for an organized way for teachers to track their professional 
development and progress. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning Newsletter 
 
We have our second newsletter to share with the School Committee.  We continue to receive outstanding 
feedback from our community on the resources, tips and professional development opportunities provided in 
this weekly memo as well as the office hours we are dedicating to staff this year!   

 

 
 

 


